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Ladies and Gentlemen:

Good morning and welcome.  Philip Alston and I, and our colleagues from the NYU Center for Human Rights and Global Justice and the Ethical Globalization Initiative, are delighted to see the expertise gathered here today for this conference on “Human Rights and Development: Towards Mutual Reinforcement.” 

We are particularly pleased to welcome Jim Wolfensohn and his colleagues from the World Bank who have been so engaged in working with us to plan today’s event. Our thanks in particular to Jim Wolfensohn himself, to Mamphela Ramphele and Alfredo-Sfeir Younis for their commitment to making this conference a success.
I would also like to express my sincere thanks to Philip Alston, Tish Armstrong and other colleagues here at the Center for Human Rights and Global Justice, as well as my EGI colleagues Francoise Torchiana and Scott Jerbi who spared no efforts in organizing this important event. 

Allow me to frame my introductory remarks by reflecting briefly on how the issue of human rights and development shaped my experience as UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.  When I began my term in September 1997, the first UN reform program of Secretary-General Kofi Annan had just been released.  It proposed a significant new dimension to the UN’s human rights work. Those reforms designated human rights as an issue cutting across all of the substantive fields of the UN's activities, including development cooperation. 
Among the many challenges my colleagues and I faced was how a small office could work effectively with others to bring the human rights framework and approach to the UN’s diverse work in development, peace and security and humanitarian assistance.  In addition to the enormity of the challenge, we inevitably encountered the concerns of those who felt human rights were either irrelevant to their work or would create political problems in dealings with governments.  I identified with what Jim Wolfensohn has said he discovered when he arrived at the World Bank in 1995 – that, as he put it, the “use of the C word (Corruption) was forbidden.”  
As we all know, that has changed in the intervening years and the problem of corruption is now very high on the international community’s agenda.  We all wonder today how we could have been discussing governance without addressing that particular elephant in the room.  

I believe we are following a similar path now when it comes to human rights. There was a time not so long ago when human rights discourse was almost always that of diplomats, lawyers and philosophers, while development thinking and writing was the domain of economists and other social scientists.  In addition, the rights discourse, particularly the right to development discourse, was seen as divisive or adversarial. 

Today, that gap is finally closing.  Development practitioners are finding that there are obvious – indeed, elephantine - human rights dimensions to many of the principal themes that occupy their attention.  As I am fond of saying, we are finally taking human rights out of their box.  The World Bank has made a significant contribution to this change.  I saw it myself as High Commissioner – Bank colleagues became active participants in human rights workshops and seminars, they supported the work of the UN human rights treaty bodies and working groups, and provided a knowledge base on issues of direct relevance to our work. 

But as we all know, there is still much work to be done.  When Jim invited me to deliver a Presidential Lecture at the Bank in December 2001, I emphasized that at the heart of so many of today’s governance challenges is an absence of accountability.  All partners - local, national, regional and international - must accept higher levels of accountability for delivering on human rights and development commitments.   
We can see the urgent need for new approaches and alliances by looking at the poor progress to date in achieving the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  There is much debate about how the additional efforts needed to achieve the Goals can be mobilized. Some stress the well-established principle that nation states have the primary responsibility for fostering development within their jurisdiction. Others focus on calls to the donor countries to strengthen their development-assistance efforts and ensure that international policy regimes such as those governing multilateral trade and finance do not impede – but instead facilitate - efforts by developing countries to achieve their MDG strategies.

Of course, the extent to which any country is able to make progress on the MDGs depends not only on domestic policy choices but, increasingly, on the wider external environment. Economists and development experts rightly note that the least developed countries face obstacles such as location, narrowly based economies, under developed infrastructure and other governance shortcomings which have kept them in a poverty trap. 

But we must also acknowledge that development efforts have been hampered by the failure of rich nations to take on appropriate responsibility for adequately supporting developing countries committed to tackling poverty. Even more damaging has been the resistance by rich countries to reducing the protection of domestic industries – particularly in the agricultural sector - where developing countries have the best chance of competing and generating the economic growth needed for development. 

As important as these broad issues are, we have deliberately decided to follow a different approach for today’s conference.  We have chosen to address five themes – land rights and women’s empowerment, child labor and access to education, reform of legal and judicial systems, the role of the private sector in promoting human rights, and human rights within the PRSP process, as examples of where there is a growing convergence in the development and human rights agendas.  

Let me say before going any further that the aim of our conference today is not to focus narrowly on the work of the World Bank or any of the other international institutions represented here.  Rather, we wish to concentrate on themes which we hope will lead to a frank exchange of experience and ideas on how the frameworks of human rights and development can constructively complement each other.  Philip Alston and I had this approach very much in mind when we issued invitations to speakers and participants. 
We hope that our discussions today will initiate a continuing and more structured dialogue between human rights and development experts.  We would encourage all of you to think about and make proposals for follow-up activities — either in the form of workshops, other academic conferences or, better yet, innovative field projects.  One of the outcomes of this conference will be a published volume of essays edited by Philip Alston and myself. Those who wish to contribute short but focused comments on the principal papers are very welcome to do so.

Finally, a word about logistics. We deliberately kept our numbers small so as to facilitate dialogue under ‘Chatham House’ rules. The NY Fire Department assisted by imposing a very strict limit for numbers in this room!  Many organizations and other experts who might have wished to attend have not been able to do so for these reasons, but we have tried to invite most of the major groups working on these issues, including development and human rights practitioners from the South.
As you know, we have a very full agenda. In order to have sufficient time for discussions and exchanges, we ask that the presentations by paper-writers be brief (10-12 minutes maximum). They will be followed with reactions by resource persons (limited to 5 minutes maximum), before the moderators open the floor for questions and discussions.

Let the dialogue begin!  And who better to start it than our keynote speaker, Jim Wolfensohn, President of the World Bank.   
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